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The Sage Durvasa who, by nature, was easily 
provoked to anger, once cursed the gods, 
with the result that they all grew gray and 
wrinkled. The disfigured gods felt very sad 

and wanted to regain their lost charm for 
which the only remedy was drinkin 
ambrosia (‘amruth’). They gathere 
themselves in the beautiful plateau down the 
Mahameru to make plans to obtain the 
ambrosia. Lord Vishnu suggested that the 
gods and demons might join together and 
chum the ocean of Milk - 'Palazhi '- which 
would eventually yield the ambrosia. In spite 
of being the archenemies of the gods, the 
demons agreed to the scheme, hoping to 
gain immortality by drinking ambrosia. The 
churning of Palazhi started with the Mount 
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Mandara as the churning rod and Vasuki, the king 
of serpents , as the churning cord. Holding either 
end of Vasuki the gods and the demons wrought 
for days tirelessly. A great deal of unforeseen 
events occurred ee the process, but they did 
not give up. The unflinching determination 
combined with unyielding perseverance at last 
yielded result. The God Dhanvanthari emerged 
out of the -ocean holding aloft a white pot, which 
contained the ambrosia. No sooner did the greedy 
demons see the marvel, than they rushed to 
Dhanvanthar , snatched away the pot of nectar 
from him and disappeared into the underworld. 


The gods were stupefied. They could do nothing, 
but to approach their saviour Maha Vishnu, who 
promised to find a way out of the predicament. 
Presently, he assumed the form of an enchantress 
of bewitching beauty (Mohini) and made his way 
to the underworld. There, Mohini found the 
demons quarrelling as to how they might 
distribute the ambrosia among them. The 
demons were seduced by Mohini with her 
captivating mien and manners and all of them set 
their hearts on her. Mohini offered to be wooed 
by the one most patient among them. She added 
that she would serve the nectar to each of them. 
She wanted them to blindfold themselves and 
promised that she would be wedded to the 
person who unfolded his eyes last. The foolish 
demons were not aware that they were being 
duped. They readily agreed and sat blindfolded 
awaiting their turn to be served with ambrosia. 
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In the mean while, Mohini vanished out of the 
scene with the pot of ambrosia to the land of gods. 
The gods were pide they regained their lost 

charm. 


The episode of Mohini happened to reach the ears 
of the Lord of Kailasa, Mahadeva. He was eager to 
see how Vishnu looked like in the form of Mohini, 
the enchantress. He hastened to Vaikunda, the 
abode of Maha Vishnu and expressed his intense 
desire to the Lord. Vishnu smiled awhile and soon 
disappeared. In no time Vaikunda was seen 
transformed into a garden of unparalleled beauty. 
The spring season had lavished upon the garden all 
its solendour and prosperity. Dancing peacocks, 
singing larks and twittering birds gave it an added 
charm. An air evoking sensual enjoyments 
prevailed. A damsel of ineffable beauty was seen 
playing with a ball. She seemed to be so much 
engrossed with the play that she had forgotten 
herself and become unaware that she was slowly 
being ripped off her outer garments by the gentle 
breeze. The dancing damsel moved her delicate 
Steps little by little towards Mahadeva who couldn't 
resist his emotional excitement, which eventually 
resulted in His union with Mohini and hence the 
birth of an exceedingly effulgent boy, the unique 
blend of Saiva-Vaishnava splendour, the 
incarnation of Dharma Sastha or Taraka Brahma. 
The mankinds as well as the gods were jubilant 
because their saviour was born. 
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Who was Manhisnhi? 


Mahishi is a she-buffalo demoness in Hindu mythology, 


bal seed 
Parvati's aspect as Durga, the shape-shifting Mahishi 
sought revenge against her and the gods. According to 
Malayali tradition, Ayyappan, who was born with the 
powers of Vishnu and Shiva, defeated Mahishi.According 
to the Sree Bhutanathaupakyanam, the Trimurti, 
composed of the deities Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva, 
manifested itself in a single man known as Dattatreya, the 
son of a rishi known as Athri and his wife Anasuya. 
Lakshmi and Parvati, two of the consorts of these deities, 
manifested themselves as Leela, the daughter of a 
different rishi, and took on Dattatreya as her husband. 
When her husband decided to renounce the world, Leela 
protested, which caused the rishi to curse her to be born 
as Mahishi, a she-buffalo 
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When Leela passed away, she was reborn as 
Mahishi. When her brother Mashishasura was 
Slain by Durga, the she-buffalo divinity performed 
severe austerities to the creator deity Brahma, 
who granted her desired boon of only being 
capable of being slain by the son of Vishnu and 
Shiva. Satisfied by the impossibility of such an 
event, Mahishi, possessing the prowess of both 
the goddess of prosperity and power, quickly 
overran Svarga, taking the throne of Indra for 
herself and forcing the devas into exile. Brahma 
arranged for Dattatreya to assume the form of 
Sundara Mahisha, a handsome bovine, who was 
able to enchant the lovestruck Mahishi enough to 
lead her away from heaven to the forests of earth. 
After the events of the Samudra Manthana, Shiva 
was enraptured by the beauty of Mohini, the 
female avatar of Vishnu, and the two engaged in 
intercourse. 


The child who was born from their union was 
Ayyappan, the one destined to slay Mahishi. When 
the latter sought be as upon the devas, she 
recruited the help of the asuras and multiplied 
into various copies of herself to storm Svarga. The 
devas beseeched Ayyappan to assist them in 
defeating her, and the child god ascended to 
heaven and caught the demoness by her horns 

and hurled her back to earth for her to die. 
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Weapons of ayyappan 


Nandaka (Sanskrit: 447 2 @, lit. ‘source of joy') or 
Nandaki, is the sword of the Hindu god Vishnu. 
Nandaka is generally depicted in images where 
Vishnu is represented with more than his usual 

four arms. Sharanga (Devanagari: 41 J 47) also spelt 
as Saranga, is the celestial bow of the Hindu god 

Vishnu. In South India, the Sharanga is also simply 
known as the Kodanda, literally meaning bow. 

Vishnu's avatar Rama is often praised as 
Kodandapani, the holder of the Kodanda. 
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Appearence of the god 


Lord ayyappa is seen sitting on his 'Peethom' 
with his right hand showering blessings to his 
devotees. Lord vishnu gifted the new born 
deity with a little bejeweled bell necklace and 
so the name Manikandan came into 
existence. He wears a huge garland around 
his nech and appears in very calm posture. 


Ayyappan killed Mahishi 


At that time, a ferocious demoness, with the face of a 
she-buffalo, Mahishi by name, propitiated Brahma who 
bestowed upon her enough brutal might and longevity 
of lite so that she usurped the throne of Devendra and 
was perpetrating atrocities in Devaloka. The tormented 

gods sought the help of Mahavishnu. A buffalo was 
created and was bidden to entice Mahishi and descend 
with her on to the earth. The newly created Mahisha 
was called Sundara Mahisha. He came to the land of 
gods and sie before Mahishi. The sight of male 
partner evoked her sensual desire. Forgetful of herself 
She started enjoying worldly pleasures in the company 
of her consort. 
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Devendra got back his lost throne and the 
gods were relieved of their fear for the 
monster. But they could not rest contented. 
They were apprehensive of her return to 
Devaloka and resumption of her tormenting 
mischief. So they prayed to Siva for the 
annihilation of the demoness. Brahma while 
giving boon to her hadn't blessed her with 
physical immortality. lt was made known to 
her that she would be killed by the is born to 
Siva and Vishnu. Mahishi who presumed the 
impossibility of two males begetting a child, 
was least afraid of the end of her life. The 
main purpose of Ayyappa's birth was the 
killing of Mahishi. 


As such, the Lord did not want to delay the 
fulfillment of his life's mission. He 
encountered the monsters on the bank of the 
river Azhutha. The trepidous demoness 
ferociously hit back at the Lord. A terrible fight 
followed. At last he caught hold of Mahishi by 
her horns and whirling around threw her 
down on the ground. The Lord danced 
leefully on her fallen body. The gods were 
elighted and sang songs praising the Lord. 
Dharma triumphed over evil. Even the Trinity 
came down to earth to witness the great 
event. The place where Mahadeva tethered 
his vehicle, the ox, is now known as' Kalaketti '. 
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Mahishi's death was verily a blessing in 
disguise to her. She was, in fact, a celestial 
damsel cursed to be born with the face of 
a she-buffalo. Now that she was redeemed 
from her curse, she assumed her original 

beautiful form and paid obeisance to 

Ayyappa. Further, she expressed her 

desire to the Lord to accept her as his 
consort. But Ayyappa, an avowed 

bachelor, refused to oblige. But this did 

not diminish his esteem for her. She was 

assigned the status of the Mother 
goddess. It is Mahishi who is worshipped 
as ‘Malikappurath Amm' (the mother- 
goddess on the tower) in the shrine to the 
left of the Ayyappa temple. 


Brahma, who was present on the occasion 
of the fight between Ayyappa and Mahishi, 
wanted the physical remains of the 
demoness to be covered by a heap of 
stones, lest it should grow to such 
immense height, that the path of the sun 

and the moon would be impeded. 
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History of Sree Dharma Sastha Temple 


Situated near Ambalapuzha in Alappuzha district, 
Thakazhi Sree Dharmasastha Temple is dedicated to 
Lord Ayyappa. On the Uthram star day in the 
Malayalam month of Kumbham (mid-February - 
mid-March), an eight-day festival is held, and it ends 
with an arattu or holy bath procession. 


A ritual called Kalamezhuthu Pattu (Floor art) is 
conducted in this temple and is extremely popular 
among the devotees. Another specialty of this 
temple is its offering called Valiyenna (literally 
meaning - ‘great oil’) that is believed to possess 
powers to cure diseases. 
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